Fantasy Narrative – Self Assessment

Instructions: Use this rubric to self-assess your narrative writing.

	 
	4
	3
	2
	1

	Style: Genre Elements
	I consistently use the conventions of the genre creatively to tell my story.
	I generally follow the conventions of the genre.
	I try to follow the conventions of the genre, but I sometimes do not include important features.
	I rarely follow the conventions of the genre.

	Ideas: Theme
	My story has a unifying focus and theme or purpose that says something interesting or important.
	My story has a theme that unifies all the events in my story.
	I attempt to unify my story with a theme, but some parts do not seem to fit.
	My story seems to be just a sequence of events without a purpose or theme.

	Ideas: Setting
	I have created a setting and described the features using the senses and a wide range of adjectives.
	I have created a setting. I describe the features using a range of adjectives.
	I have named a setting, but not explained it in any detail.
	My setting is undeveloped. I don't explain where the story takes place.

	Ideas: Characterisation 
	Both major and minor characters play an important part in communicating the theme of my story. I develop characters’ personalities and motivations primarily through appearance, actions, and dialogue, rather than explanation.
	I have major and minor characters in my story. I develop characters’ personalities and motivations in a variety of ways in addition to explanation.
	Most of my characters are undeveloped and flat. I usually explain what my characters are like and why they do what they do, instead of showing.
	My characters are flat and undeveloped. I rarely explain what my characters are like.

	Style: Word Choice
	I use strong, specific verbs and nouns to create detailed images in readers' minds. I avoid predictable language and clichés.
	I use strong words to create images in readers’ minds. I avoid clichés.
	I try to use strong words to create images in readers’ minds. I sometimes use predictable language and clichés.
	I rarely use strong words to create images in readers’ minds. The wording in my story is predictable and ordinary.

	Style: Figurative Language
	I use appropriate figurative language, such as imagery, metaphors, and alliteration, to enhance the meaning of my story.
	I use figurative language appropriately.
	I try to use figurative language.
	I do not use figurative language.

	Beginning
	My story begins with an opening that engages readers and provides a hint about the topic and theme.
	My story has an engaging opening.
	The opening of my story is predictable.
	I do not have a clear opening to my story.

	Creativity: Plot
	I surprise the reader with unexpected events and details that enhance the theme and make my story interesting.
	I surprise the reader with unexpected details.
	I try to surprise the reader with unexpected details, but sometimes I just confuse the reader.
	My story is predictable and ordinary.

	Plot
	I intertwine major and minor events logically so that my story builds naturally to a conclusion that enhances the theme. 

Each event in my story adds understanding or insight about the theme.
	The events of my story build to a logical conclusion that supports the theme. 

I adequately describe significant events.
	Some of the events in my story do not seem to lead to the conclusion. 

I describe some events too much and some too little.
	The events in my story do not lead logically to a conclusion. 

I describe events in vague, general ways.

	Ending
	My ending addresses the theme of my story, ties up all loose ends, and leaves the reader with a satisfied feeling and something to think about.
	My story has an effective ending that ties up the questions of the story.
	The ending to my story is predictable and leaves some questions unanswered.
	My story does not have a clear ending.

	Voice: Audience
	I picture my readers and connect with them by providing subtle details as to why the theme and purpose of my story is important and relevant to them.
	I connect with the audience by giving reasons why the theme is important.
	I try to persuade readers that the topic of my story is important.
	My story does not appear to recognize the needs or point of view of the reader.

	Voice: Natural Language
	The language in my story has an individual flavor to it. It sounds like a person talking.
	The language in my story sounds like me talking.
	The language in my story is generic and could be anybody talking.
	The language in my story sounds forced and awkward.

	Sentences: Variety
	My sentences are varied in length and structure in ways that enhance the meaning of my writing.
	My sentences are varied in length and structure. I vary the beginnings of my sentences.
	Several of my sentences are similar in length and structure. Several of my sentences begin in similar ways.
	Many of my sentences are similar in length and structure. Many of my sentences begin in similar ways.

	Organization: Transitions
	Paragraphing is appropriate to the purpose of my story. My sentences and paragraphs build naturally on each other through the use of various transitional and narrative devices.
	My paragraphs help readers follow my story. I use transitions to connect sentences and paragraphs.
	My paragraphing sometimes makes my story difficult to follow. Sometimes, my sentences and paragraphs are choppy and do not flow into each other.
	My paragraphing confuses readers. Most of my sentences and paragraphs are choppy and do not connect to each other.

	Conventions
	I make no errors in spelling, punctuation, and capitalization. I use Standard English throughout the writing.
	I make no serious errors in spelling, punctuation, and capitalization that detract from the theme or purpose. I use Standard English throughout my story.
	I have some serious errors in spelling, punctuation, and capitalization that detract from the theme or purpose. I occasionally make errors with Standard English in my story.
	I have so many errors in conventions in my story that readers cannot follow it.
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