Placemat and Lotus Diagram Explanation

Placemat 
The placemat is drawn on a large sheet of paper. The page is divided so that each group member has a section to write in with a square or circle in the middle to record the group response. Students are given an issue, topic or question to consider and they begin the process by considering their responses and ideas. Responses are recorded in their section of the placemat. Students share their perspectives and a team response is recorded in the middle of the sheet. Possible follow up activities could include all class members walking around the classroom, considering the responses given by different groups and how they varied from their own. 

Lotus diagram 

The lotus diagram supports students in engaging in creative thinking and critical analysis as they explore new ideas. Students develop deeper understanding by examining a variety of related areas by breaking broad topics into components. The steps involved are: 

· Determine the topic to be studied and state it clearly. 

· Brainstorm to prioritise the major topics. 

· Write the main topic in the centre of the rectangle of the lotus diagram. 

· Place each of the eight sub-topics in the rectangles surrounding the centre rectangle. 

· Transfer each of the sub-topics to its corresponding numbered rectangle and brainstorm more subtopics or applications. 

In this project, students are being asked to consider the characteristics of main characters to be explored, to write a subheading in each of the 8 numbered boxes around the middle square and then ideas that are associated with the subheadings within that box.
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