Intel® Teach Program

Essentials Online Course


Setting Up a Blog Site for Your Course

The facilitator is responsible for selecting and setting up a Community Blog to support the Intel® Teach Essentials Online Course. The Community Blog will provide an opportunity for participants to experience blogging and reflect on how blogs can be used as an educational tool in the classroom. It is also a place in which participants and facilitator can reflect on their learning together during the course. 

Reflection is a very important collaborative process during the Essentials Online Course. Participants are expected to earnestly reflect on their learning at the end of each module and share their reflections with their colleagues. Reflection is enriched as participants view insights from their colleagues (via the blog), which can lead to additional ideas, much like a conversation in a face-to-face setting. This blogging activity takes place at the end of each module when the facilitator posts reflection prompts in the Community Blog. 

At the discretion of the facilitator, the Community Blog can also serve other purposes such as a place to address concerns, ideas, and anything else that affects the entire class and requires participants’ insights. Participants are also given the opportunity to create and share their own blogs and link them to the Community Blog if they are comfortable in doing so. 

During the face-to-face portion of your MT candidate course, you identified, became familiar with, and set up some components of your course blogging site. Use the following instructions to either set up or modify the blogging site your participants will use. Participants need to register for the blogging site before coming to the Module 1: Teaching with Projects session. 
1. If you have not already done so, review and choose a Web site for your participants' use. Edublog is the site recommended for trainings due to its ease of use. You may choose another site from the Blogging Sites list or, if a state has their own blogging site, it is recommended that you use theirs, if possible. 
2. Check the lab where your training will be held to be sure the blogging site is not blocked.

3. Register and practice using the blogging site so you can demonstrate how to use the blog features when conducting Module 1: Teaching with Projects:

a. Register for an account.

b. Create a blog space entitled Community Blog.
c. Design home page content and features (use the sample text below).
d. Check administrative settings.
e. Create a new entry.

f. Modify text.

g. Insert a picture.

h. Change the theme of the page (if applicable).
i. Post comments to an entry.

4. Set up the first page of the Course Community Blog with a welcome message and some basic instructions, such as the following.
Blog Home Page

Welcome to the Intel® Teach Essentials Online Blogging Community! During your training, this Community Blog provides a space for members of our community participants to share reflections and ideas with each other as they relate to the modules presented in the course. At the end of each module, you will be asked to add your reflections and respond to any other educational ideas presented that are of interest to you. I will post summaries for each module as well as prompts before each module’s reflection activity. As we experiment with this space, think about the potential for collaboration and learning in the classroom. 

Happy blogging!

5. Decide how your participants will register for the blogging site. Refer to the Facilitator Blogging Tutorial in the Resources tab > Prepare for Course link for information about setting up a blogging portal for your course. These instructions apply to the blog site, http://edublogs.org/*but can serve as a reference for other blogging sites.
6. Refer to Sample Messages for an example message to send to participants during the Orientation module. This message contains instructions about registering for the site depending on the method you choose. Attach a Login Information document to every message with any login and password information you have. Registering during the Orientation will save time during the face-to-face training. 
7. If you have not already done so, record the URL of the blog site on your “Login information” document saved in your Portfolio folder and on the My Links section on your Home Page.
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