Name:      

Date       

Period      

Evaluating Web Sites Checklist – Middle School
	Directions: Use this checklist to determine the validity, reliability, and usability of the Web sites you are considering for your research.
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	Name of Web site
	     

	URL
	     


	Yes
	Partially
	No
	

	Content

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	1. Is information about the producers of the site easily available? Who produces the site?
          


	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	2. Is the primary purpose of the site to provide information, rather than to sell products? 
          


	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	3. Is the primary purpose of the site to get readers to think rather than think or do things their particular way? What is the site trying to accomplish?

     


	
	
	
	4. Is the information presented objectively? Do they present all sides of the issue?

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	5. Does the site provide information about the authors’ credibility? How do you know that you can trust that what they have on their site is true and accurate?
          






	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	6. Is the information on the site original?

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	7. Is the source of information cited when it should be?

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	8. Do reliable sites link to this Web site? (Using the Google search engine, type link: and the Web site address (example:  link:www.website.com ) What other sites link to this site?  


     
    

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	9. Does advertising distract from or divert attention from the content?

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	10. Is there a date to show when the site was last updated? Is the content on the site current?

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	11. Does the site have the information or resources that you were looking for?

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	12. Is the information appropriate for middle school students?

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	13. Is the writing free of spelling and grammatical errors?


	Organization and Navigation

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	1. Does the home page clearly explain what the site is about and what it contains?

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	2. Is moving around in the site easy? Can you always tell where you are and how to get back to the home page?

	
	
	
	3. Is there a way to search the site for specific information?

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	4. Do the links work and do they take you where they say they will?

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	5. Is there a way to communicate with the site’s authors?

	Appearance

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	1. Do the graphics and pictures help you understand the subject being discussed?

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	2. Are the graphics interesting, clear and well-described?

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	3. Does the site have useful video, audio, or image files to download, hear, or view?

	Technical Performance

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	1. Does the site load quickly?

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	2. If the site has downloadable video, audio, or image files, are the downloads quick and simple? 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	3. Do you need to download any special software or plug-ins to use any of the material on the site?


	Research Utility

	1. 
Will you use information from this Web site in your research? If you will, how do you expect to use it?      





	2. Is there multimedia content on this site that you want to use in your research? What are the site’s rules on how its copyrighted materials can be used?      





	3. How will you describe this site in your references?      
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