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	Assessment Title:
	Expressive Writing Rubric—Middle School

	Kind of Assessment
	Rubric

	Description:
	A rubric in student language used by middle school students to create expressive writing that meets high standards of quality. 

	Keywords:
	Poetry, journals, tone, voice, word choice, sentences, paragraphs

	Instructions:
	Use this rubric to self-assess your expressive writing skills.

	Grade Level
	6–8

	Category:
	Processes

	Subcategory:
	Writing
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	Content: Sharing Experiences and Feelings
	I use writing to appropriately share my experiences and feelings in a variety of formats, such as letters, notes, and 

e-mail.
	I often use writing to share my experiences and feelings.
	I sometimes use writing to share my experiences and feelings.
	I rarely use writing to share my experiences and feelings.

	Content: Reflecting
	I use writing to reflect on my experiences, assess my own learning, set goals for the future, and describe my feelings.
	I use writing to reflect on my learning and describe my feelings.
	With help, I use writing to reflect on my learning and experiences.
	I rarely use writing to reflect on my learning and experiences.

	Content: Exploring
	Both inside and outside of school, I often use writing to generate and explore information, feelings, and ideas.
	I use writing to generate and explore information, feelings, and ideas.
	Sometimes, I use writing to generate and explore information, feelings, and ideas.
	I rarely use writing to generate and explore information, feelings, and ideas.

	Content: Personal Details
	If my writing has an audience other than myself, I select appropriate details from my personal life to add interest and support to my ideas.
	If my writing has an audience other than myself, I use personal details appropriately to support my ideas.
	If my writing has an audience other than myself, I try to use personal details to support my ideas, but sometimes my personal details may be inappropriate or irrelevant.
	If my writing has an audience other than myself, I rarely use personal details to support my ideas, and if I do, my personal details are often inappropriate or irrelevant.

	Organization: Title
	If my writing has an audience other than myself, I include a title that makes readers curious and gives an idea of what my writing is about.
	If my writing has an audience other than myself, I include a title that gives an idea of what my writing is about.
	If my writing has an audience other than myself, I include a title, but my title is predictable or does not accurately reflect what my writing is about.
	I rarely include a title, even when my writing is for an audience other than myself.

	Organization: Transitions
	If my writing has an audience other than myself, I use transitions to naturally connect ideas and words.
	If my writing has an audience other than myself, I use transitions to connect ideas and words.
	If my writing has an audience other than myself, I sometimes use transitions to connect ideas and words, but my transitions often sound awkward.
	I rarely connect words and ideas with transitions.

	Organization: Format
	I use a variety of appropriate formats to communicate my experiences and feelings.
	I use various formats to communicate my experiences and feelings.
	With help, I try to use various formats to communicate my experiences and feelings.
	If I share my experiences and feelings, I usually use the same format.

	Organization: Paragraphing
	My paragraphs provide structure and help readers understand what I am saying.
	I use paragraphs that help readers follow what I am saying.
	My paragraphs sometimes do not help readers understand what I am saying.
	I have too many or too few paragraphs.

	Tone: Sincerity
	I write honestly about a topic or idea that I think is important and meaningful.
	I write a topic.
	Sometimes, my writing sounds like I am just writing because I was told to.
	My writing usually sounds like I am writing simply to complete an assignment.

	Tone: Flow
	If my writing has an audience other than myself, I make sure my writing has a rhythm with a natural sound when read out loud. 
	If my writing has an audience other than myself, I make sure my writing has rhythm.
	My writing sounds choppy and awkward at times.
	My writing is choppy and awkward.

	Language: Word Choice
	If my writing has an audience other than myself, I make sure that I use words and phrases to create memorable pictures in readers’ minds.
	If my writing has an audience other than myself, I make sure that I use interesting words and phrases.
	If my writing has an audience other than myself, I try to use interesting words and phrases, but sometimes, my word choices are not effective.
	My language is usually predictable and ordinary.

	Language: Detail
	If my writing has an audience other than myself, I am careful to think about when it is appropriate to use a lot of detail and when less is better.
	If my writing has an audience other than myself, I use an appropriate amount of detail.
	I sometimes use too much detail in some places or not enough in others.
	I usually use too much or not enough detail.

	Language: Accuracy
	The words I use are precise, specific, and accurate.
	I am careful to use precise words.
	Sometimes, I do not use the right words.
	I am not careful about the words I use.

	Sentence Structure
	If my writing has an audience other than myself, my sentence beginnings, lengths, and structures vary in ways that make my writing more interesting and meaningful.
	If my writing has an audience other than myself, my sentence beginnings, lengths, and structures vary.
	If my writing has an audience other than myself, I try to vary the beginnings, lengths, and structures of my sentences, but many of my sentences are similar. 
	Many of my sentences begin with similar words and the lengths and structures of my sentences are often repetitive.

	Sentence Fragments
	I use sentence fragments appropriately to enhance meaning.
	I sometimes use sentence fragments to enhance meaning.
	I try to use sentence fragments to enhance meaning, but my fragments are often distracting or do not communicate meaning.
	I do not use sentence fragments effectively.

	Conventions: Writing for an Audience 
	I have no errors in spelling, punctuation, and capitalization.

I use Standard English throughout my writing.

When appropriate, I break the ”rules” of writing successfully to communicate an idea effectively.
	I have no errors in spelling, punctuation, and capitalization that detract from meaning.

I use Standard English throughout my writing.

Sometimes, I break the “rules” of writing to communicate an idea effectively.
	I make some errors in spelling, punctuation, and capitalization that make my writing hard to understand.

I sometimes do not use Standard English in my writing.

I sometimes try to break the “rules” of writing to communicate an idea, but sometimes my writing just becomes confusing or distracting.
	I have so many errors in spelling, punctuation, and capitalization that neither I nor others can understand the meaning of my writing.

I often do not use Standard English in my writing.

When I break the “rules” of writing, readers are confused and my writing detracts from the meaning.

	Conventions: Writing for Learning
	If my writing is just for learning, my spelling, punctuation, and capitalization do not keep me from understanding what I wrote.
	If my writing is just for learning, my punctuation, and capitalization are generally not distracting.
	When my writing is just for learning, I sometimes include errors that make understanding my writing difficult.
	When my writing is just for learning, I often make so many mistakes that I cannot understand what I wrote.
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