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	Assessment Title:
	Critical Thinking Rubric —High School

	Kind of Assessment
	Rubric

	Description:
	A rubric in student language used by high school students to self-assess their critical thinking skills. 

	Keywords:
	Main ideas, inferences, independence, evaluation, communication, lifelong learning

	Instructions:
	Use this rubric to assess your critical thinking.

	Grade Level
	9–12

	Category:
	Thinking Skills

	Subcategory:
	Critical Thinking
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	Identifying Important Information
	I can assign levels of importance to concepts and relationships in complex systems and use these values to think about the information.
	I can differentiate between main concepts and relationships and minor ones in complex systems.
	I can usually tell the difference between important points and minor points in systems.
	I often confuse main points and supporting details.

	Making Inferences
	I use my own experiences, knowledge of the content and conventions, and tools of the subject matter to make inferences about new information I am learning.
	I use reliable information from a variety of sources to make reasonable inferences about new information.
	With help, I can make reasonable inferences about new information.
	I rarely think beyond the exact information I have been given.

	Evaluating Sources
	I use in-depth knowledge of the subject area and sound reasoning strategies to determine the credibility of sources.
	I use knowledge of the subject area and reasoning strategies to determine the credibility of sources.
	Sometimes, I use my knowledge of the subject and reasoning strategies to determine the credibility of sources.
	I rarely use my knowledge of the subject area or reasoning strategies to determine the credibility of sources.

	Learning Independently
	I make an extra effort to find out as much as I can about the different points of view on a topic. I determine how I think various points of view are important for the assignment as well as for my own benefit.
	I make the effort to find out as much as I can about an important topic.
	I sometimes make an effort to find out about an important topic.
	I am usually satisfied with what I already think about a topic. I do not make an effort to learn more about it.

	Communicating
	I clearly and thoroughly explain my opinions, address different points of view on the subject, and support my opinions with credible evidence.
	I explain my opinions clearly and support them with credible evidence.
	I sometimes explain my opinions in vague and confusing ways. I sometimes support my opinions with questionable evidence.
	I rarely provide reasons for my opinions.
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