Intel® Teach Program

Assessing Projects

	Assessment Title:
	Reasoning Checklist—Middle School

	Kind of Assessment:
	Checklist

	Description:
	A checklist used by teachers to assess middle school students’ reasoning. 

	Keywords:
	Opinions, predictions, conclusions, cause and effect

	Instructions:
	Use this checklist to observe and record students’ reasoning while they work on activities and projects.

	Grade Level:
	6–8

	Category:
	Thinking Skills

	Subcategory:
	Critical Thinking 

	
	


	
	
	


	
	Date

Observed
	Comments

	Student bases opinions on evidence synthesized from multiple credible sources.
	
	

	Student investigates and synthesizes information from different viewpoints.
	
	

	Student makes reasonable predictions based on a thorough understanding of the subject area.
	
	

	Student revises predictions, if necessary.
	
	

	Student uses personal experiences, knowledge, and thorough understanding of information to make inferences and draw meaningful conclusions.
	
	

	Student identifies multiple causes and effects.
	
	

	Student prioritizes causes by their impact.
	
	

	Student differentiates between correlation and causation.
	
	

	Student creates visual representations that show the relationships among causes and effects in complex systems.
	
	

	Student explains reasoning processes and conclusions clearly and thoroughly.
	
	



