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Assessing Projects

	Assessment Title:
	Identifying and Describing Problems Rubric—Middle School

	Kind of Assessment:
	Rubric

	Description:
	A rubric in student language used by middle school students to assess how they identify and describe problems.

	Keywords:
	Analysis, solutions, 

	Instructions:
	Assess how you identify and describe problems using this rubric.

	Grade Level:
	6–8

	Category:
	Thinking Skills

	Subcategory:
	Problem Solving
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	Anticipating Problems
	I carefully analyze complex processes to decide where problems might occur in order to avoid them.
	I think about the process I am going to be working with to figure out if problems might occur.
	With help, I try to predict what problems might occur.
	I usually do not notice problems until they occur.

	Monitoring Processes
	I use logical thinking and observation to identify problems quickly, and I think about the processes I use in several different ways in order to solve problems.
	I pay attention to what is going on so I can identify and solve problems quickly.
	If someone reminds me, I think about the processes I use and how to solve problems.
	I rarely think about how I to solve problems while I am working on a project.

	Choosing Solutions
	I make sure I thoroughly understand a problem before I predict the consequences of several possible solutions so that I can choose the best solution.
	I spend time carefully describing a problem and then I evaluate more than one solution so I can choose the best solution.
	I spend a little bit of time thinking about a problem, but unless I am reminded, I start to solve it before I evaluate all possible solutions.
	I usually start trying to solve a problem as soon as I notice it, and I use the first solution I think of without trying to come up with any better solutions.



