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Project-Based Approaches

Voice Over Instructions
Voice over (VO) is used throughout the US e-learning course. These instructions identify where the voiceover occurs and the steps to include voice in your course. 
Audio Recording Process
The US English version of the course uses limited audio for narration at beginning of modules and in teacher and student dialogs. 

In certain circumstances we may allow for less audio to be used. However, you may not add additional audio files.  The number of audio files must match the number of audio files in the US course.

Step 1: Plan Audio Recordings

Recording the audio needs to be done after all screen content is finalized. You will need to set up a recording time at a sound proof recording studio, and schedule the voice talents.

Audio is used for six voices in the e-learning course. In addition to the Narrator, the  other “characters” in the course include two teachers, Abe and Maria. Maria is Abe’s mentor teachers. Four students are also used throughout the course, two male students: Alex and Terry; and two female students: Chris and Janeka.   

Step 2: Develop the Voice-Over Scripts

If you are going to record voice-overs, you will need to develop and translate voice-over scripts. The content for the voice-over scripts can be found in the course content script. 
Fomatting the Voice-Over Script 
The format of the voice-over scripts will need to be discussed with the producer at the studio. However, our recommendations are as follows:

1. Use bold text to string terms together:
e.g. “Abe knows that 21st century skills are an important…”

2. Use underline text for emphasis:
e.g. “I’m starting to think about assessment for my Playground Design project.”

3. Use bullet points for lists:
e.g. “The characteristics of successful projects fall into three categories: 
· adult and student roles, 

· project structure, 

· and the learning experience.”

4. Always remove unnecessary punctuation that shouldn’t be read. The sample section of script below identifies most of the above tips. 
	Lesson 1: Project Planning from the Beginning

	Activity 2: Project Ideas from Standards 

	pbl_m02_l01_a02_s01_W02_snd01.mp3
Narrator

	Remember how Abe felt nervous about doing projects, and Maria encouraged him? Abe has decided that he wants to do a project, but he needs advice on how to get started. Maria is helping him. 


	[image: image1.jpg]pbl_m02_l01_a02_s01_W12_snd01.mp3
Abe
 
	I’m not sure what kind of project to do. Where should I start?

	Maria
[image: image2.jpg] 
	Well, your current lessons (words are underlined for emphasis) are based on your grade-level standards, right? Projects are no different. They still need to target important curriculum standards (words are bolder to indicate that they should be said together) and 21st century skills. What areas of your curriculum might be improved with a project?

	pbl_m02_l01_a02_s01_W16_snd01.mp3
Abe
	I’m not sure, but I’d like my math lessons to be more engaging and connected to real life. We do a lot of word problems and practicing skills, but sometimes, the concepts don’t sink in.


Audio is included in the following screens in the US English version of Project-Based Approaches.

	Screen Number
	Narrator
	Abe
	Maria
	Terry
	Alex
	Janeka
	Chris

	pbl_m0_l0_01.swf
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	pbl_m0_l5_a1_01.swf
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	pbl_m1_l0_01.swf
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	pbl_m1_l2_a3_01.swf
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	pbl_m1_l3_a3_01.swf
	(
	(
	(
	
	
	
	

	pbl_m1_l4_a1_01.swf
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	pbl_m2_l0_00_01.swf
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	pbl_m2_l1_a2_01.swf
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	pbl_m2_l1_a3_01.swf
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	pbl_m2_l2_a2_01.swf
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	pbl_m2_l3_a2_01.swf
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	pbl_m2_l3_a2_05.swf
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	pbl_m2_l4_a2_01.swf
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	pbl_m2_l6_a1_04.swf
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	pbl_m3_l0_00_01.swf
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	pbl_m3_l1_a1_01.swf
	(
	(
	(
	
	
	
	

	pbl_m3_l2_a1_01.swf
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	pbl_m3_l2_a1_02.swf
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	pbl_m3_l2_a2_02.swf
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	pbl_m3_l3_a1_02.swf
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	pbl_m3_l4_a1_02.swf
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	pbl_m3_l4_a3_01.swf
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	pbl_m3_l5_a1_01b.swf
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	pbl_m4_l0_01.swf
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	pbl_m4_l1_a1_01.swf
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	pbl_m4_l2_a4_01.swf
	(
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	pbl_m4_l2_a4_02.swf
	(
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	pbl_m4_l2_a4_03.swf
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	pbl_m4_l2_a5_04.swf
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	pbl_m4_l4_a1_01b.swf
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	pbl_m5_l0_00_01.swf
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	pbl_m5_l1_a1_02.swf
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	pbl_m5_l1_a2_02.swf
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	pbl_m5_l1_a2_03.swf
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	pbl_m5_l2_a1_02.swf
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	pbl_m5_l3_a1_02.swf
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	pbl_m5_l3_a1_07.swf
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	pbl_m5_l3_a2_01.swf
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	pbl_m5_l4_a1_04.swf
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	pbl_m5_l4_a1_06.swf
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	pbl_m5_l5_a1_01b.swf
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	pbl_m6_l0_00_01.swf
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	pbl_m6_l0_01_01.swf
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Step 3: Record Audio Files 
Provide scripts for all voice-over talents in advance. During a recording session: 

· Record and save each scene as one MP3 file

· Avoid rustling sound of paper, by having script spread out on table and not stapled together. 
· It’s likely you will need to do a few takes of each line or section of the script. 
NOTE: Go to the CAMP web site to the Widget Narration section to download the US version of the MP3 Audio Files. These can be referenced as an example when recording your audio files. 
Step 4: Review and Select Voice Clips

You will need to listen to the voice clips and determine which audio clips to use. The sound engineer will need to put the clips together. 

For each scene, you will need to break the MP3 file into smaller MP3 files that only have one file per topic dialogue.

For example:  

The below scene would have been recorded as one MP3 file, however, when delivering for re-engineering, you would break the file into two separate MP3 files.  See the first column in the below example for naming conventions. 
	pbl_m02_l03_a02_s01_W10_snd01.mp3
Abe
	I like the idea of Curriculum-Framing Questions to help guide my project, but I’m not really sure how I would use them in my classroom.

	Maria
	What I like to do is use my Essential Question as a discussion starter at the beginning of my project. For several of our units this year, our Essential Question is How can we find new solutions to old problems?  

	Maria
	For the solar project, we start by talking about inventions that were used to solve a problem. Students brainstorm ones that have been improved over time—or should be. I also bring up the question at key points during the project to help them reassess their ideas—as well as the end of the project.


	Lesson 3: Questions that Frame Learning

	Activity 2: Curriculum-Framing Questions in Action


Step 5: Revise course dialogue 

As you review the audio against the text content in the e-learning course, you may need to slightly revise the text to match the audio. 



Word is underlined for emphasis.
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Words are bolder to indicate that they should be said together.
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