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Session 13 

Making It! Models, Trials, and Tests 
Making, Modeling, and Materializing 

 
In Making It! Models, Trials, 
and Tests your design project 
will start to take shape as it 
moves to the tangible and  
testable. This session provides  
time to build and test models of  
components, systems, or the  

product itself. In the single activity for the session, 13A: Making Models, try to be methodical as 
you build and report on your model, tests, and results in their design notebook. 
 
 
 

In This Session: 
 
A) Making Models 

 (150 minutes) 
- Student Handout 
- Student Reading 
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Making Models 
Handout: Session 13, Activity A 
 
It is helpful to keep good records of your model-building efforts. Good records allow you to 
adjust your design based on what you learn from each model you build. For each model record 
your plans, purpose, tests and results, and next steps using the questions below. Use your 
design notebook for these records. 
 
Plans 
What do you want to build a model of? Is this a system or component of the product? Is this a 
full-scale model? 
 
Purpose 
What will this model help you understand about your design? 
 
Tests and Results 
What did your model show you about your design? What features did you test? Does it meet 
requirements? Did it function as intended? Did the form suit you? Are the materials suitable? 
What modifications do you need to make? What new ideas do you have for your design? 
 
Next Steps 
What do you want to do next? Adjust this model? Build another version of this model? Build a 
model of something else? 
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Meet Materials Engineers 
Reading: Session 13, Activity A 
 

 

Pratima Rao and Jill Barrett
Materials Engineers 

 
When it comes to designing or improving a product, finding just the right material is a critical 
step. From artificial knees to firefighters' uniforms to fiber optic cables for the ocean floor, 
everything that gets manufactured benefits from the expertise of materials engineers. Two 
Design and Discovery mentors developed an early interest in materials engineering. 
 
Early Interests 
When Jill Barrett was growing up, she and her two sisters routinely turned their garage into a 
laboratory for conducting science and engineering investigations. Their enthusiasm wasn't 
dampened even when they ruined the family pots and pans by cooking up a pot of paper pulp. 
Looking back, Barrett can see how developing projects for school science fairs was a natural 
step toward her career in materials engineering. She earned a bachelor's degree in materials 
science from North Carolina State University and did master's studies in metallurgical and 
materials engineering at the Colorado School of Mines. 
 
For Pratima Rao, being on a high school Science Olympiad team motivated her to pursue 
scientific studies in college. She originally planned to become a doctor. During her 
undergraduate studies at Rensselaer Polytechnic Institute in New York, she decided that 
materials engineering was a better fit for her interests. She also liked the idea of contributing to 
the development of new and improved materials that would benefit society. Rao eventually 
earned a Ph.D. in materials science and engineering. 
 
On the Job 
Materials engineers work on a range of projects, from large industrial plants to laboratories 
where research focuses on the molecular structure of substances. Plastics, metals, wood, 
textiles, medicine, ceramics, and semiconductors are only a few of the fields where 
breakthroughs have come about through the efforts and insights of materials engineers. 
"Materials engineers are on the cutting edge in almost every field," says Rao. 
 
Barrett's career has involved her in everything from steelmaking to testing the properties of  
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13A Reading: Meet Materials Engineers (continued) 
 
components that go into basketball shoes. She typically gets involved after initial product 
development is underway and brings her expertise to focus on process improvement during 
manufacturing. 
 
Rao has worked in the field of photonics, improving photosensitive glass used in the 
telecommunications industry. She enjoys taking scientific research concepts and applying 
them in practical ways in manufacturing. She also likes the hands-on nature of her work, from 
melting powders to making glass samples to operating a transmission electron microscope. 
While she worked at Corning, Inc., in New York, she was part of a research team that received 
a patent for an invention called "Lens Array and Method for Fabricating the Lens Array." 
 
Materials engineers often work as part of a team, contributing their technical knowledge to 
evaluate a product or improve the production process. As Barrett explains, "You talk with the 
design team about how a product is supposed to work. You ask a lot of questions about 
different materials: Is it too sharp? Too brittle? Will it break easily? Will it melt if exposed to 
heat? Can it be molded?" Engineers also pay attention to costs, evaluating whether using a 
certain material will be economical or drive production costs over budget. 
 
Designing tests to evaluate whether different materials will meet design specifications is 
another part of the job. The engineer's role is not only to find what works but to rule out what 
doesn't. "You should never be afraid of failure," Barrett stresses. "Failure teaches you more 
than success ever will." 
 
Being able to communicate and ask good questions are important job skills, too. 
"Communicating your ideas clearly is crucial to your success," Barrett says. 
 
Career Preparation 
Barrett and Rao credit their career success to family support and encouragement. "My parents 
always told me I could be anything I wanted. I heard that early and often," says Barrett. During 
college, they found themselves in the minority as women in engineering. Both women say they 
benefited from internships and hands-on experiences that gave them insights into the real 
world of engineering. Rao says persistence is a quality worth cultivating, and so is "learning 
how to ask for help. This is a valuable lesson. Support from others is important as we work to 
overcome obstacles." Barrett shares a final tip for anyone considering a career in engineering: 
"Make friends. Make lots of friends. They'll help you every step of the way." 
 
 
 
 
 
 


