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Romeo and Juliet: Gauging Student Needs 

Comparing Classic and Contemporary Literature Venn Diagram 

Fill in the chart below with your ideas about the differences and similarities between classic literature and contemporary 
literature. 
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[Possible Student Responses] 
 Always takes place in older 

times 
 Sometimes hard to read 

because of the vocabulary and 
long sentences 

 People have been reading it for 
many years. 

 Deals with old-fashioned topics 
 Has a good writing style, 

according to “experts” 

[Possible Student Responses] 
 Can take place in any time 

period, including present times 
 Might include modern 

technology and settings 
 Can mention current pop 

culture 
 More interesting stories for 

today’s teens 
 Easy to read 

[Possible Student Responses] 
 Have characters, setting, and 

plot 
 


