	Practice Facilitator Discussion Posts 

	Practice Pedagogical Practices: Using E-mail and the Internet to Communicate 

	Discussion Prompt: How may K–12 students use technology, such as e-mail or the Internet, to communicate with community leaders, experts in the field, and other students around the world? Feel free to post more than one idea and to expand on other postings.

	PARTICIPANT 1: I know in my daughter's school, they do not use any technology to communicate in school. Instead, they have students do this at home, but I know a lot of parents that do not want their teenagers to have e-mail accounts. I think blogs should be used in schools where students could communicate with the outside world while being supervised. The teacher could also send instructions and guidelines to the parents to encourage the parents and students to sit together and participate on the blog.

	PARTICIPANT 2: I am on the same track as Participant 1. I think blogs are a great way to communicate to outside community members. Certain members can be invited to make "guest" posts and respond to student's questions or comments. Pictures, files, etc. can also be posted for comments. Teachers (or students) can also search other reputable blogs that are pertinent to the topic at hand, and read and post comments.

	PARTICIPANT 3: I think blogs are a great idea. I want to learn more about them.

	Midpoint Facilitator Post: Thanks for your ideas on blogging. What other ideas do you have?

	Participant 4: Here are some suggestions: Participate in a global project, sharing and analyzing data, ePALS for a project, blogs, e-mail experts in the field, and conduct surveys via e-mail or Web sites.

	Practice Pedagogical Practices: Supporting Diverse Learners

	Discussion Prompt: Discuss strategies for supporting the diverse needs of learners and how we can use multimedia projects to tap the strengths and talents of all of our students. In the subject line, identify the type of diversity, such as gender, race, learning styles, economic needs, or gifted and special education needs.

	PARTICIPANT 1: When developing projects that incorporate multimedia tools, be sure to address different learning styles of students. You can do this by: giving students a choice about the type of product, assigning or letting students choose roles based on their strengths, incorporating a variety of activities throughout the project, encouraging small group work where students can contribute their particular strengths to the group, use different types of technologies—not just the computer—for example, gis/gps out of the classroom, digital cameras, probes, handhelds, and cell phones.

	PARTICIPANT 2: Participant 1 has started a really good list and made a good point that choice is key to accommodating different learning styles. In general, various modalities of teaching are important as well. By providing visual, auditory, kinesthetic, etc. learning opportunities teachers will reach a wider range of students.

	PARTICIPANT 3: I think the key to supporting diverse learners is giving them as many choices as you can while still meeting the standards and the curriculum. In English and language arts, this means that there is usually no reason that every child has to read the same book. Standards rarely mention specific works of literature, but instead address different ways of thinking about literature. This can be done with lots of different books.

	PARTICIPANT 4: It seems like most everyone is on the same theme of giving kids choices. This is one of the best ways to differentiate. Dr. Kathie Nunley has a great book on this topic called Layered Curriculum.

	Midpoint Facilitator Post: We’ve really come up with some great ideas. Each participant has identified some specific ways to accommodate student learning styles by offering assignment choice and holding high expectations. I also like how we’ve addressed the needs of students with different abilities—from gifted to special education. Let’s also think about the needs of English learners, struggling readers, and students from homes of low socioeconomic status—we have many of these students in our classrooms. What are their needs and how might we support them?

	PARTICIPANT 5: I have so many poor students—they don’t have the technology at home. They don’t even have markers or construction paper at home! I find it hard to use technology when not all students have access. Sometimes, I require that students NOT use presentation software for their presentations, just to level the playing field.
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