Intel® Teach Program



Essentials Online Course

Discussion Prompts
Discussions are areas in the course that allow participants to construct new knowledge through written exchanges among participants and facilitators. Each discussion supports a specific activity, prompt, or question—such as a Pair and Share or Pedagogical Practices. A forum consists of a series of topically related individual message posts, which may also include attachments.

For each discussion, the facilitator posts the initial prompt. The prompts provided are reflective of the course goals and outcomes, and they should not be modified. The prompts are associated by the module and activity that they support. Note that some discussions have multiple prompts.
In addition, some discussion prompts also include suggested discussion responses or tips, which are presented in grey text. The responses serve as tools facilitators can use to extend or redirect conversations. Facilitators frequently use effective responding to help participants get the most insight and information from a discussion. Also, refer participants to the Guidelines for Discussion in the Resources tab.
The following Discussion Board Rubric is provided as a guide to assess participants when they post in the discussions. Encourage participants to use this rubric to monitor the quality of their posts.

Discussion Board Rubric

	
	4
	3
	2
	1

	Content Understanding
	My postings reflect a deep understanding of the content through the use of detailed examples and comparisons. I use relevant terms appropriately.
	My postings reflect an understanding of the content. I use relevant terms appropriately.
	My postings reflect a developing understanding of the content.
	My postings reflect some fundamental misunderstanding of the content.

	Connections
	I make meaningful connections between the course content and classroom practice. I also connect the topics I am learning about to broader issues and ideas.
	I make insightful and reasonable connections between the course content and teaching practice.
	I attempt to make connections between the course content and teaching practice, but some connections reflect a superficial understanding of the content.
	I rarely connect the course content to teaching practice.

	Collaboration
	I post often with thought-provoking insights and questions. I take risks by sharing areas of confusion and concern. I respond frequently and seriously to colleagues’ comments by asking questions, elaborating, paraphrasing, and extending their ideas. 
	I post meaningful insights and questions that invite comments. I respond to colleagues’ comments by pointing out areas of agreement and asking questions.
	I sometimes post questions and respond with areas of agreement and disagreement with my colleagues. Some of my comments, however, may be superficial or obvious.
	I rarely post questions or responses, and most of the comments I post are superficial or obvious.

	Initiative
	I post early to encourage meaningful interaction. I respond often to my colleagues’ posts and make an effort to extend and enhance the discussion.
	I meet all deadlines with my posts. My posts invite responses.
	I occasionally miss a deadline with my posts. Sometimes my posts provide few ideas that encourage responses.
	I often miss posting deadlines, and my posts rarely include ideas that encourage responses.

	Conventions
	My writing is easy to understand with no errors in grammar or spelling. I follow online conventions for creating a positive and productive discussion environment.
	My writing has no errors that detract from the meaning. I consistently and respectfully observe conventions for online discussion.
	My writing has some errors that detract from the meaning. I observe conventions for respectful online discussions.
	My writing is difficult to understand, and I sometimes do not observe conventions for online discussions.


The following prompts are in the online environment in the appropriate module and activity. Copy and paste the designated prompt into the discussion area directly from the online course. This resource allows a facilitator to review all discussion prompts in one list.
	Module/ Activity
	Subject Line
	Prompts for Discussion Forums

	Orientation, Activity 4
	Orientation Unit Topics

	Post at least one topic that you are considering for the unit you will create during this course:
a. In your subject line, indicate your unit topic, grade level, and subject area.
b. In the body of your post, explain your topic idea.
c. Include other ideas for topics.
d. Review postings from other participants. Respond to at least one posting and share a suggestion for how students might use technology to communicate, collaborate, or conduct research.

Click Reply to share your ideas.


	
	
	

	Module 1, Activity 3
	Project Planning
	Choose the appropriate grade-level group discussion. Post your thoughts about the following questions:

a. What projects are you considering for your unit plan?

b. Do your project ideas meet all of the project characteristics from the checklist?
c. How will your proposed project ideas promote higher-order thinking and other 21st century skills?
Respond to at least one other post in your group and, if you have time, browse other discussions and respond to other posts if desired.

Click Reply to share your ideas.


	
	Notes to Facilitator


	Create discussion groups for elementary, middle school, and high school teachers.
Explain to participants that even though they are meeting in a face-to-face environment, they are going to practice participating in an online discussion. Point out some advantages to online discussions over face-to-face discussions, such as:
· Participants have time to think about their thoughts before the discussion.

· More people have an opportunity to participate and respond to specific comments.


	
	
	

	Module 3,

Pair and Share:
Sharing Presentations to Gauge Student Needs
	First Name, Last Name Pairs of Participant Teachers
When creating Pair and Share Groups, the subject line is automatically pre-populated with the names of the pairs.


	1. Provide your:

· Unit summary

· Grade level(s)

· Subject area(s)

· Curriculum-Framing Questions

2. Compress (if needed) and then attach your presentation. Replace the subject line with the topic, subject, and grade level of your unit.
3. Provide answers to the following questions:

a. What is the overall purpose of the assessment?

b. What do you want to learn from your students?

c. How have you tried to promote higher-order thinking?

d. How will the assessment information help you and your students plan for upcoming activities in the unit?

e. What feedback or additional ideas are you looking for?
f. If you are interested in receiving additional feedback on your Curriculum-Framing Questions, note that in your post. 

4. Click the Reply Link.

Respond to your partner’s posts using the 3-2-1 strategy when providing feedback:
· Ask three questions

· Make two comments
· Provide one suggestion


	
	Notes to Facilitator
	· For this discussion, participants compress and attach their presentations in Module 2, Activity 4: Creating an Assessment to Gauge Student Needs, Step 6. See Tips for Success for information on compressing files.

· 

	Module 3,

Activity 7
	Online Collaborative Site
	Now that you have explored blogs, wikis, and collaborative online resources, post your ideas for the following and respond to at least one of your colleagues’ posts:

a. Considering each tool's strengths and challenges, how might they help you meet the learning goals of your unit?

b. How might you structure the tools' use in the classroom to ensure that students are learning?

Click Reply to share your ideas.


	Module 3, Pedagogical Discussion
	Ensuring Safe and Responsible Use of the Internet
	Post at least one suggestion for each of the prompts:

a. How do you keep students from accessing Internet resources that contain inappropriate material or from interacting with individuals who may pose a threat?
b. How do you ensure students create appropriate Internet content and interact constructively with others?
Review other suggestions and respond to any that interest you.


	
	Notes to Facilitator

	Questions that might extend this discussion include:
· What information regarding appropriate and safe Internet use do you share with parents and students?

· What protections do you use at home if you have Internet access there?

Some participants may be unfamiliar with the concept of using an Acceptable Use Policy (AUP), or some may not currently use an AUP due to limited Internet access. Encourage participants to review the Web sites in the Resources tab to look at ways to protect students when using the Internet. Consider sharing your personal strategies and any school or district plans you are currently using.


	
	
	

	Module 4, Pair and Share

Incorporate the Use of the Internet in Your Unit
	First Name, Last Name Pairs of Participant Teachers
When creating Pair and Share groups, the subject line is automatically pre-populated with the names of the pairs.


	*Upload in Module 4, Pair and Share:
5. Provide your:

· Unit summary

· Grade level(s)

· Subject area(s)

· Curriculum-Framing Questions

6. Answer the following questions:

· How will you incorporate the use of the Internet in your unit for research, collaboration, and communication?

· How will the use of the Internet help students develop 21st century and higher-order thinking skills?

· What feedback or additional ideas are you looking for during this time?
7. Click the Reply link.
8. Respond to your partner’s posts using the 3-2-1 strategy when providing feedback:

· Ask three questions

· Make two comments
· Provide one suggestion
Click Reply to begin your post.
Optional: Explore and contribute to discussion threads of other pairs of participants.


	Module 4, Activity 2
	Plan Student Sample
	In your post, provide details about your unit plan:

· Unit summary

· Grade level(s)

· Subject area(s)

· Curriculum-Framing Questions
Answer the following questions:

a. How are you ensuring that your student sample will show that students have thought deeply about the Curriculum-Framing Questions?
b. What skills are students demonstrating through the sample you are creating?
c. How are you illustrating real-world connections and the role of the student in your student sample?
d. Why is the tool you chose the best option for students to demonstrate their learning?
Give feedback to at least two colleagues, selecting at least one colleague who has not received a reply. Use the 3-2-1 strategy when responding:
· Ask three questions

· Make two comments

· Provide one suggestion



	Module 4, Pedagogical Practices
	Helping Students Adapt to a Project-Based, Student-Centered Classroom
	Post a response to the discussion for your grade range:

· Elementary
· Middle School

· High School
Include at least one suggestion for each of the prompts:

a. How can we help all students become self-directed learners with the ability to make sound decisions about how they complete project tasks?
b. How do we help students become adept at investigating and answering challenging questions?
c. How can we encourage and support students as they assume new roles that make the best use of their individual talents?
d. What scaffolds can we provide to help students become reflective learners and tap into their own natural curiosity?
Respond to at least one other colleague in your group.


	
	
	

	Module 5, Pair and Share
Student Sample
	First Name, Last Name Pairs of Participant Teachers
When creating Pair and Share groups, the subject line is automatically pre-populated with the names of the pairs.


	*Upload in Module 4: Plan Ahead, Step 1 activity:

Provide your:

· Unit summary

· Grade

· Subject area(s)

· Curriculum-Framing Questions

· Type of feedback you would like to receive from your partner

Compress and then attach your student sample or provide a link. Replace the subject line with the topic, subject, and grade level of your unit.
Click the Reply link.

Respond to your partner’s posts using the 3-2-1 strategy when providing feedback:
· Ask three questions
· Make two comments
· Provide one suggestion
Click Reply to begin your post.


	
	Notes to Facilitator

	· For this discussion, participants attach or provide a link for their student sample.

· Participants are asked to post to this discussion in Module 4: Plan Ahead, Step 1. You will see that the discussion prompt for the Pair and Share is automatically generated. You will not need to copy and paste any text.

	Module 5, Pedagogical Practices
	Involving Students in the Assessment Process

	Review all of the challenges and solutions on the online collaborative document. Then, post answers to the following questions and respond to at least one of your colleagues’ posts:
a. Which challenges will be the most difficult for you to overcome?

b. What steps could you take to implement some of the solutions under consideration?

Optional: Explore and contribute to other discussion threads.


	
	
	

	Module 6, Pair and Share

Sharing Student Samples and Assessments
	When creating Pair and Share groups, the subject line is automatically pre-populated with the names of the pairs.
	*Upload in Module 5 Planning Ahead activity:

1. Provide your:
· Unit summary

· Grade
· Subject area(s)

· Objectives
· Curriculum-Framing Questions
· Type of feedback you would like to receive from your partner
2. Before attaching your sample and assessment, check the following:

· The assessment matches the learning objectives.
· The assessment describes desired outcomes and expectations clearly and specifically.
· The assessment addresses the Essential and Unit Questions.
· The student sample meets the desired outcomes or expectations of the assessment.

3. Click the Reply link.

Consider the following as you review the student sample and assessment:
· Does the assessment match the learning objectives?

· Does the assessment describe desired outcomes and expectations clearly and specifically?

· Does the assessment address the Essential and Unit Questions?

· Does the student sample meet the desired outcomes or expectations of the assessment?
Review the areas your partner has asked for feedback and respond to your partner’s post using the 3-2-1 strategy when providing feedback:
· Ask three questions

· Make two comments

· Provide one suggestion
Click Reply to begin your post.


	
	Notes to Facilitator

	· For this discussion, participants attach or provide a link for their revised student sample and their assessment.

· Participants are asked to post to this discussion in Module 5: Plan Ahead. You will see that the discussion prompt for the Pair and Share is automatically generated. You will not need to copy and paste any text.
Questions that might extend this discussion include:
· What parts of the student sample help to answer the Essential Question?

· How does the assessment support the different types of learning and higher-order thinking skills of students?



	Module 6, Pedagogical Practices
	Supporting the Diverse Needs of Learners

	Post at least one suggestion for each of the prompts:

a. How can you collect accurate data about student learning in ways that allow you to determine the appropriate level of challenge for diverse learners?

b. How can you organize your instruction so that all students have meaningful experiences?

c. How can you create an environment where students help each other in ways that help them all learn to their potential?
Review other suggestions and respond to any that interest you.


	
	Notes to Facilitator

	Refer to the Discussion Board Rubric to help participants with the quality of their posts. If you find the discussion focusing on one or two needs of students, probe deeper by asking about other types of needs that students face, such as gender, race, learning styles, economic needs, and gifted and special education needs.
To further extend the discussion, consider posing the question, How can you use student and parent feedback to check that students’ needs are being met?


	
	
	

	Module 7, Pair and Share

Sharing Facilitation Resource Ideas
	When creating Pair and Share groups, the subject line is automatically pre-populated with the names of the members in the pair.
	*Upload in Module 6: Plan Ahead, Step 2 activity:

Share your ideas for the facilitation material that you plan to create. Answer the following questions in your post:
a. From your ideas in the previous step, what are the purposes of your facilitation materials?
b. How will the materials support your students during the unit?
c. What design or content elements are you considering?
d. What tool do you plan to use to create or modify your facilitation material? Why do you think that tool is the best tool for the job?
e. What questions do you still have about content, design, or tool use? What feedback do you want from your colleagues?
Respond to at least one other colleague’s post providing feedback on their ideas.
Click Reply to begin your post.

	
	Notes to Facilitator

	· Participant Teachers are asked to post to this discussion in Module 6: Plan Ahead, Step 2. You will see that the discussion prompt for the Pair and Share is automatically generated. You will not need to copy and paste any text.



	Module

Activity
	Subject Line
	Prompts for Discussion Forums

	Module 7, Pedagogical Practices
	Using Questioning to Promote Higher-Order Thinking and Engage Students


	Discuss ways you plan on using different questioning techniques to involve your students and help them to think at a deeper level.
Post at least one suggestion for each of the prompts:
a. What are some ways that you can integrate the use of Curriculum-Framing Questions into your classroom and student projects?

b. What are some ways that you can integrate the use of questioning into your classroom and student projects?
c. How can you teach students the skills they need to perform higher-order thinking when they create projects? What types of questions, prompts, and scaffolds can you use to encourage students to think deeply and to not just find copy-and-paste answers?
Respond to at least one other colleague’s post from a different prompt than the one you answered.


	Module 8, Pedagogical Practices
	Teaching and Managing Students in a Technology-Enhanced Environment
	Post at least one suggestion for each of the prompts:

a. What are best practices for managing student use of computers in the classroom? Think about the following questions as you prepare your post:
· How do you arrange for and track student time on the computers to guarantee equal access?

· What classroom procedures will you establish to ensure that all students are contributing to the project, staying on task, and working productively when using the computer?

· What procedures do you have in place to ensure that students who need assistance when working on the computer get the help they need? How do you do this without interrupting instruction or other activities that may be happening in the classroom?
b. Discuss best practices for managing student use of computers in a lab setting. List potential problems and discuss possible strategies that can be used to prevent or solve each problem.
c. Brainstorm ways to manage, store, and transfer files so that students can locate and access them regardless of operating system or program software. List your ideas.
Review other suggestions and respond to any that interest you.


	
	Notes to Facilitator


	Questions that might extend this discussion include:
· What graphic organizers might you use to help students manage their files?

· How would your students describe the procedures they use to store or transfer their work?

Consider posting a message in the Teachers’ Lounge so participants can share their favorite tips or tricks for managing files or using any of the software. Suggest a tip yourself to start the thread—perhaps some keyboard shortcuts that you like to use or a formatting idea.

	Module 8, Activity 4
	Plan a Showcase
	Respond to the following questions:
a. Which of the showcasing ideas could you most easily incorporate into your own classroom?
b. What would you need to do to prepare your students for an effective showcase?

c. How could you support students in providing constructive feedback to their peers?

d. What strategies could you use to ensure students use the feedback from their peers as well as their own self-assessments to improve their work?
Read other colleagues’ responses to discover more ideas. Respond to at least one of your colleagues’ posts.


	Module 8, Activity 5
	Showcase Portfolio
	You will provide feedback on your colleagues’ portfolios using the Showcase wiki. First, look below to find the partner you have been assigned. You must provide feedback to your partner. Then, provide feedback to at least two other colleagues of your choice. Take this opportunity to take pride in your work and get useful ideas from your colleagues’ portfolios.


	Module 8, Activity 6
	Reflecting on the Course
	Share your thoughts with the whole class in the discussion forum below:

a. What did you find most valuable about the course?
b. How will the training you received affect your teaching practices?
c. Of everything you learned, what do you think will have the biggest impact on student learning?

Read all of your colleagues’ posts and respond to at least three.



	
	Notes to Facilitator
	Add your own post to the discussion to congratulate your participants for completing the course and to thank them for all their hard work.
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