Intel® Teach Program



Essentials Course

Internet Access “Workarounds”
for the Essentials Online Course

If during the face-to-face portion of the Intel® Teach Essentials Online Course, you experience technical difficulties connecting to the online course, or to the Internet, in general, refer to the following activities to help you use the “down” time as productively as possible. 
All activities can be completed without access to the online course. Activities marked in green can be completed without Internet access. Providing a printed notebook for each participant at the beginning of the course will greatly facilitate these workaround activities. Downloading all presentations and module PDFs to your personal computer will also be useful in case Internet access is interrupted.
If you have any questions, please contact the Intel® Teach Program Customer Support team at teacher.training@intel.com for assistance.

Note: The workarounds below assume that Internet access or the online course is not available for extended periods of time. If the downtime occurs only through part of a module, try to rearrange activities to minimize the impact. 
Module 1

Activity 1
1. In groups or pairs get to know your peers and share your personal goals for the course.
2. Examine the printed Course Overview and Unit Plan Template Overview documents in the Essentials Online Course folder and think about the following questions. Share your thoughts with a partner or a small group:

· Which topics interest you the most?

· Which topics will be the most challenging for you?
Activity 2
1. Read about Project Characteristics in Designing Effective Projects:
http://educate.intel.com/en/ProjectDesign/Design/ProjectCharacteristics/ 
2. Review and discuss the Project Characteristics checklist in the Essentials Online Course folder and the characteristics of effective project-based units.
Activity 3

1 Review the 21st century skills document on the CD and discuss
2 Review Unit Portfolios on the Curriculum Resource CD and take notes in your notebook.
Activity 4

1 Explore the Project Design tab of Designing Effective Projects:

http://educate.intel.com/en/ProjectDesign/Design/ 

2 View Sample Publications on the Curriculum Resource CD and take notes in your notebook.
3 Create your publication.
Reflect on Learning

· Type your reflections using a word processing application. If desired, you can copy and paste the content into the blog later when Internet access is restored.
Module 2
At any point during this Module, you can complete the following activities:

1. Refine your publication.

2. Explore the Intel® Education Help Guide on the Curriculum Resource CD.
3. Explore related Web sites:
· Designing Effective Projects http://educate.intel.com/en/projectdesign/
· Assessing Projects http://educate.intel.com/en/assessingprojects/
Activity 1

1 Locate your state’s standards. If you need help finding your standards, go to: http://edstandards.org/standards.html*. Copy standards that are relevant to your unit and save them in a word processing document.
2 Use your standards to compose a prioritized list of objectives that are assessed and that students are expected to meet by the end of your unit.
Activity 2

1. View the Curriculum-Framing Questions Presentation and resources located on the Curriculum Resource CD.
2. Review the following Web page:

http://educate.intel.com/en/ProjectDesign/Design/CurriculumQuestions/ 

3. Practice writing Curriculum-Framing Questions and share them with your peers for feedback.

Activity 3

1. Review the following Web site and note which assessment purposes you would like to explore in more detail:
http://educate.intel.com/en/AssessingProjects/AssessmentStrategies/index.htm

Examine the Strategies for Gauging Student Needs carefully.
2. Note in your notebook the strategies you are considering to gauge student needs for your unit. You may wish to refer to the Assessment Plan Checklist in your Essentials Online Course Folder for more information.
Activity 4

With a partner, discuss the following questions. As needed, take notes in your notebook. 
· What kinds of information do you need to gather from your students to better understand their learning needs? How will you collect it?

· How can your Essential and Unit Questions be used for gauging student needs?

· In what ways can you gather information about your students’ higher-order thinking and 21st century skills related to this unit?

· How will you use the information you collect?

Activity 5
Save your Unit Portfolio Presentation on your desktop and upload to the Sharing tab when Internet access is restored.
Pedagogical Practices

Discuss the following questions with a small group. Share your best ideas with the whole group and record ideas in a word processing document. You can later post this document in the wiki, if desired.
· How do I ensure that students meet standards—and meet enough of them to make the effort worthwhile—in open-ended activities and projects? 

· If students are in charge of their own learning, how will we be sure they learn what is important? 

· How do I ensure accountability when students are working in groups?

Reflect on Learning

· Type your reflections using a word processing application. If desired, you can copy and paste the content into the blog later when Internet access is restored. 
Module 3
At any point during this module, you can complete the following activities:

1. Refine your publication to explain project-based learning.

2. Explore the Intel® Education Help Guide on the Curriculum Resource CD.

3. Explore related Web sites:
· Designing Effective Projects http://educate.intel.com/en/projectdesign/
· Assessing Projects http://educate.intel.com/en/assessingprojects/
4. Refine your Gauging Student Needs Assessment.
5. Refine your Unit Portfolio Presentation.
6. Preview the Internet and copyright resources on the Curriculum Resource CD.
Pair and Share
Share Unit Portfolio Presentations in groups and record feedback in a word processing document. Upload feedback to the Sharing tab when Internet access is restored. Use the assessment in your Essentials Online Course folder to help provide feedback.
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