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Essentials Course

Facilitating the Portfolio Showcase

 
Responding to the individual pieces of the portfolio as they are presented may seem natural for participants. This Showcase, however, is the first opportunity participants have to receive feedback in response to comments on their portfolios as a whole. A formal presentation with time at the end for comments and questions more accurately reflects how a similar activity would work in the classroom.
These guidelines will help you to run a successful showcase in which Participant Teachers will present their Unit Plans, student sample, assessments and unit support materials.

Tips and reminders for participants:
· Use the prompts on the Showcase Feedback Form to guide your discussions. Focus on content, not just the technology.
· Ask questions.
· Provide both positive feedback and specific suggestions on how they could enhance their unit and student learning.

· Provide concrete examples in your comments—give specific examples of what was effective or specific ideas of how an area could be enhanced.
· Even if all participants do not have completely finished Unit Portfolios, the feedback process is important and will still be valuable.

Grouping Options for the Showcase
•
Small Group: Create small groups of four to five people. Give participants time to share their projects with the small group, and allow additional time for group members to provide written feedback.

•
Rotation Stations: Have half of the participants stand at their computers, while the other half, and any other observers, rotate and give feedback. Then, have the two groups switch. Follow this activity with a full group discussion.

•
Whole Group: Allow each participant to use a projection device to present his or her Unit Portfolio to the whole group.

· Virtual Showcase:  Have participants upload their products to a wiki or blog. Participants can then present their Unit Portfolio from any Internet-connected computer or have others view and provide feedback individually without a guided explanation.
Additional Participants
· Outside “evaluators” can come in to participate in the Showcase. 

· Participants can share their unit with a “trusted and critical friend” outside of class.

Providing Feedback: Showcasing using a Wiki

The following options are available for providing feedback during the Portfolio Showcase.

1. Whether doing a full-class showcase of all Unit Portfolios or conducting the showcase in small groups, participants can provide feedback by creating sub-pages under the individual teacher’s wiki page. Provide the following instructions to participants:

a. Create a subpage with your name in the title (such as, Claire's Feedback

b. Copy the text from the Showcase Feedback Form (located in the Showcase folder on the Curriculum Resource CD) as a prompt.

c. Paste the text into your subpage.

d. Record your thoughts on the wiki subpage in response to the prompt.

e. Save your subpage.

2. Presenters can create a blog entry specifically to collect feedback from their showcase. Feedback can be left as comments to the blog. Provide the following instructions to presenters:

a. Create a blog entry for your showcase. 

b. Copy the text from the top of the Showcase Feedback Form (located in the Showcase folder on the Curriculum Resource CD) as a prompt.

c. Create a link from your wiki to your blog to facilitate feedback.

d. Have participants provide feedback in a response to the blog.

3. Participants can type their feedback into the Showcase Feedback Form document and then upload it to the presenter’s wiki. Provide the following instructions to participants:
a. Open the Showcase Feedback Form in the Showcase folder on the Curriculum Resource CD. 

b. Type your feedback.

c. Save your feedback form with your name.

d. Upload the document to the presenter’s wiki.

4. Participants can provide feedback by filling out a printed Showcase Feedback Form by hand, whether taken out of the curriculum manual or printed from the Showcase  3 folder on the Curriculum Resource CD.

Providing Feedback: Showcasing using an Offline Electronic Portfolio

1. Participants can provide feedback by filling out a printed Showcase Feedback Form by hand, whether taken out of the curriculum manual or printed from the Showcase folder on the Curriculum Resource CD.

2. Participants can type their feedback into the Showcase Feedback Form document and then print it or e-mail it to the presenter.

3. Presenters can create a blog entry specifically to collect feedback from their showcase. Feedback can be left as comments to the blog. Provide the following instructions to presenters:

a. Create a blog entry for your showcase. 

b. Copy the text from the top of the Showcase Feedback Form (located in the Showcase folder on the Curriculum Resource CD) as a prompt

c. Provide the URL for your blog to those who will be providing feedback.
d. Have participants provide feedback in a response to the blog.
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