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Assessment for Project-Based Learning

An important goal of classroom assessment today is to improve learning and inform the design of instruction. Assessment is not a solitary event, but rather a continual process throughout a project. Embedded and ongoing assessment is at the heart of project-based learning and provides a way for students to show what they know in many ways. Assessment becomes a tool for improvement rather than a test of intelligence or accumulation of facts. With assessment embedded throughout a unit of instruction, teachers learn more about their students' needs and can adjust instruction to improve student achievement.

Throughout a unit, teachers systematically gather information about what and how their students are learning. They listen to small-group discussions, observe students engaged in structured and unstructured activities, and ask questions while they work with students. These ongoing assessments that occur before and during a unit of study are called formative assessments. Teachers use the information from these assessments to make adjustments to instruction and to keep students on track with project tasks. When teachers regularly involve students in collecting and reviewing this information, they can help their students develop into confident, independent learners.

Summative assessments, those that occur at the end of a unit or project, can provide useful information if teachers and students take time to look analytically at the assessments. Teachers can find areas of weakness to address in more depth in future units and with future groups of students. Students can identify problem areas and set goals for future learning.

Assessment for project-based units should be planned to:


· Use a variety of assessment strategies

· Embed assessment throughout the learning cycle

· Assess the important objectives of the unit

· Engage students in assessment processes

To help engage students in assessment processes, teachers should provide students with:


· Clear criteria up front

· Models and guidelines for high quality work

· Opportunities to monitor their own progress

· Methods for giving constructive feedback to peers and incorporating feedback from peers to improve work

· Time to reflect and improve on their processes and products

· Support in setting new goals for future learning

1:1 Tip: Research shows that teachers know more about their students' learning in one-to-one environments (CARET, 2005). Think about what kinds of information can be collected from students with their own computers and how you could use that information to improve student learning.
References
Center for Applied Research in Educational Technology (CARET). (2005). Research Evidence. Available at http://caret.iste.org/index.cfm?fuseaction=evidence&answerID=2* 

Copyright © 2008, Intel Corporation. All rights reserved.
Page 2 of 2

