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Essentials Course

Unit Plan Checklist
Use this checklist to monitor the quality of your Unit Plan.

	Essential Question

	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 
Is an open-ended, thought-provoking question with more than a single right answer
	      

	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 
Covers an important, enduring learning for my curriculum
	

	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 
Crosses disciplines/topics
	

	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 
Requires higher-order thinking, cannot be answered by simply recalling facts
	

	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 
Is written in student-friendly language
	

	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 
Engages students and addresses their needs/interests
	

	Unit Question(s) 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 
Are open-ended questions with more than a single right answer
	     

	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 
Require higher-order thinking, cannot be answered by simply recalling facts
	

	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 
Address standards
	

	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 
Encompass the major themes in the unit
	

	Content Questions

	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 
Have undisputable correct answers
	     

	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 
Support EQ and UQs
	

	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 
Directly address objectives and standards
	

	Targeted Standards

	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 
Are addressed in Procedures
	      

	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 
Are assessed
	

	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 
Can be appropriately addressed during the duration of the unit
	

	Objectives

	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 
Describe specifically what students learn, not just what they do
	     

	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 
Can be assessed
	

	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 
Require deep understanding of content
	

	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 
Integrate content learning with 21st century skills
	

	Assessment Plan and Assessments

	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 
Include formal and informal  strategies 
	     

	 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Are ongoing throughout the unit
	

	 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Assess higher-order thinking
	

	 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Assess 21st century skills
	

	 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Include self- and peer-assessment
	

	 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Assess for all purposes:
	

	 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Gauge student needs 
	

	 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Encourage self-direction and collaboration
	

	 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Monitor progress
	

	 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Check for understanding and metacognition
	

	 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Demonstrate understanding and skill
	

	 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Emphasize content learning
	

	 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Address all standards
	

	 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Address all objectives
	

	 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Contain content-specific criteria
	

	Instructional Procedures

	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 
Spell out all necessary steps and activities for each stage of the project or unit.
	     

	At the beginning of the unit:
	

	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Introduce Curriculum-Framing Questions
	

	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Discuss the project scenario
	

	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Assess prior knowledge using the gauging student needs assessment
	

	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Establish learning goals
	

	During the unit:
	

	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Specify strategies for monitoring progress toward learning goals   
	

	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Help students develop and apply new knowledge and skills   
	

	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 
Revisit CFQs 
	

	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 
Include instruction and modeling of 21st century skills
	

	At the end of the unit:
	

	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Describe how students demonstrate learning (products, presentation, and performances)
	

	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Describe how learning is assessed
	

	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Help students reflect on their learning and set new goals
	

	Throughout the unit:
	

	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 
Describe when and how formal and informal assessments are used
	

	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 
Specify strategies to meet the needs of diverse learners 
	

	 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Specify strategies to develop student self-direction
	

	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 
Address all objectives with an appropriate amount of instruction and application 
	

	 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Reflect realistic and appropriate timing
	

	 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Flow naturally and logically
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