Search Activity


 
1. Brainstorm key words, phrases, and proper nouns that you would expect to find on Web pages about your Unit topic.


     
2. Open your Web browser. 

3. In the Address box, type www.google.com, or the Uniform Resource Locator (URL) for another search engine.

4. In the Search field, type a key word from step 1 that reflects your search topic. You may want to write it here for future reference. Press Enter.

     
5. How many Web pages did your search locate?      
Looking at the descriptions of the Web sites, in your opinion, was this search successful?


Note: A successful search results in a list of sites that have the content you expect or need.

6.      
7. Click Back to return to the search engine’s home page.

In the Search field, along with your key word, add a phrase from step 1 and enclose it in quotation marks. You may want to write it here for future reference. Press Enter.

8.      
9. How many Web pages did your search locate?      
10. In your opinion, was this search successful?      
11. Return to the search engine’s home page. Along with the key word and phrase, add a – (minus sign) directly before any words you do not want to appear in the resulting Web pages. You may want to write it here for future reference.

12. Press Enter.
     
13. How many Web pages did your search locate?      
14. In your opinion, was this search successful?      
15. In the Address box, type www.yahooligans.com, or the URL for another directory.
In the Search box, enter the same key word you used in step 4. Press Enter.

16.      
17. How many Web pages did your search locate?      
18. In your opinion, was this search successful?      
Click Back to return to the search directory’s home page.

Add the phrase used in step 8 in quotation marks. Press Enter.

19.      
How many Web pages did your search locate?      


20. In your opinion, was this search successful?      
Return to the search directory’s home page.

Along with the key word and phrase, add a – (minus sign) directly before any words you do not want to appear in the resulting Web pages. Press Enter.

21. How many Web pages did your search locate?      
22. In your opinion, was this search successful?      
Thinking of the search results from the two different search sites, which produced the most valuable Web sites on your topic?

23.      
Note: Each search engine and directory will come up with different results. If you do not find the results you want from one, first try modifying your search terms, and then try a different search engine or directory.
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